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EVENT SUMMARY 
 

Almost 90 countries have included some form of fiscal policies in their nationally determined 
contributions (NDCs) to the Paris Climate Agreement. This includes a number of fiscal policy 
measures in the transport sector such as vehicle taxes, incentives for hybrid and electric 
vehicles, fuel taxes, subsidies for clean energy and tax exemptions for public transport among 
others. Such measures will be a key part of countries’ efforts to achieve their NDCs, for 
example by promoting the substitution of polluting fuels with cleaner fuels and encouraging 
the use of low-emission vehicles, while generating revenues that can be used for climate 
related investments. At the same time, fiscal measures such as subsidies to transport fuels 
and the preferential tax treatment of company cars, can undermine the achievement of 
countries’ climate commitments. The reform of such measures will thus be an important part 
of a comprehensive policy package to deliver countries’ NDCs. 
 
During the 19th Global Conference on Environmental Taxation (GCET19), the Green Fiscal 
Policy Network will organize a side-event to examine how green fiscal reforms in the transport 
sector can support countries’ efforts to mitigate GHG emissions and mobilize climate financing 
to meet their commitments under the Paris Agreement. Experts will discuss the role and 
potential contribution of green fiscal policies in the transport sector to implementing countries 
NDCs, explore lessons from best practices in the use of such policies, social and economic 
impacts of reform, and political and other challenges to further action. The Green Fiscal Policy 
Network and this side-event are supported by the International Climate Initiative (IKI) of the 
German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and Nuclear 
Safety (BMUB). 
 

INVITED SPEAKERS AND PANELLISTS 
 

Jesús Gascón Catalán 
Director of the Spanish Tax Agency 
 

Ian Parry  
Principal Green Fiscal Policy Expert, Fiscal Affairs Department, International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
 

Joy Kim 
Senior Economist, Resources and Markets Branch, UN Environment  
 

Philip Gass 
Senior Policy Advisor, Energy Programme, Global Subsidies Initiative (GSI)  
 

Jacqueline Cottrell 
Senior Policy Advisory, Green Budget Europe (GBE) 
 

Rob de Jong 
Head of Air Quality and Mobility Unit, Economy Division, UN Environment  
 

Kurt Van Dender 
Head of the Tax and Environment Unit, Centre for Tax Policy and Administration, Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 

 
 
Chair: Eike Meyer, Advisor, Climate, Environment, and Infrastructure Division, GIZ 
 
 

Participation at this side-event is open to registered participants at the GCET19 
 

For further information, contact: greenfiscalpolicy@gmail.com 
 

www.greenfiscalpolicy.org http://gcet19.uspceu.es/ 
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